Wesley United Methodist Church

10:00 AM Sunday Worship October 29, 2023

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday

At Wesley we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where all feel welcomed, loved,
accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through intentional practices such as empathy,
compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion.

Please let an usher know if you have questions, need assistance,
or have a concern about health or safety.

Prelude "The Gift of Love" Hal H. Hopson
Tenor Solo - Davis Potts

Greeting
*Call to Worship

One: God, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

Many: From everlasting to everlasting you are God.

One: Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love;

Many: So that we may rejoice and be glad our days.

One: Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.
Many: Let the favor of God, our God, be upon us.

*Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” UMH 110

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, and he must with the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours, thru him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.



*Praise Songs

Praise O Praise

Praise, O praise, my God and King.
Hymns of adoration, sing;
For his mercies, shall endure; Ever faithful, ever sure...

Alleluia, Alleluia!
King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
For his mercies, shall endure; Ever faithful ever sure...

God You're So Good

God you’re so good. God you are kind.
God you are wonderful. My God, you are excellent...

Excellent is Thy name. Excellent is Thy might.
God you are wonderful. My God you are excellent...

Common Prayer (unison)

O God, the Giver of life, we pray for the Church throughout the world.

Sanctify its life, renew its worship, empower its witness, restore its unity.

Remove from your people all pride
and every prejudice that dulls their will for unity.
Strengthen the work of all those who strive to seek
that common obedience that will bind us together.
Heal the divisions which separate your children from one another,

that they may keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. Amen.

Children’s Conversation

Announcements

Prayers of the People, & the Lord’s Prayer
“Spirit of the Living God”

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

UMH 393

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



The Offering
Offertory Aseda Ndwom (Song of Thanks) James Varrick Armaah

| will always mention your name to the world,

I will always mention your name to the world,

What you have done for me, what you have done for me,
| will speak of your name to the whole world.

You have changed my life, you have not left me astray
| will sing and praise your name
Thanks belong to You always.

Thanks, thanks, thanks, song of thanks,

It is from my heart,

Praises, praises, praises, song of praises

It is from my heart,

We have brought them, we have brought them, song of thanks,
Thanks always belongs to You.

*Doxology UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Passing of Peace “Shalom” Mensah Essilfie

God’s peace be unto you,
We wish you Shalom!
The peace of God which transcends all
understanding be with you forevermore.

*Gospel Reading Matthew 22:34-46

Anthem God of Great and God of Small Natalie Sleeth 1930-1992

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.

God of land and sky and see, God of life and destiny,
God of never-ending power, Yet beside me every hour,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.

God of silence, God of sound, God in whom the lost are found,

God of day and darkest night, God whose love turns wrong to right.
God of heavn’ and God of earth, God of death and God of birth,
God of now and days before, God who reigns for evermore,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.



Message
*Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” UMH 384

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us they humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, tho art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest.

Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return and never, never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish, the, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.

Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee;

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

*Benediction

Postlude
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